EAST KESWICK WILDLIFE TRUST

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday, 15 May, 2019, at East Keswick Village Hall.
PRESENT:
Committee: C Dicker, M Harrison, P Holmes, S Lifford, D Lord, T Meadley,

M Smith, A Turner. 




   
30 other members and friends.

The Vice-Chairman welcomed all those present.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
P Lord, S Pinkney, J & S Priestley, 

D Smith

MINUTES OF LAST YEAR’S AGM:

The minutes were read and it was proposed by Karen Turner and seconded by Margaret Moseley that they be signed as a true and correct record.

MATTERS ARISING:

The composting toilets designed and built by Garrod Cooper now have washbasins, also installed by Garrod.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS FOR YEAR 2018/2019:

a) TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Treasurer presented a Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 March 2019 and a Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2019. The net assets of the Trust were valued at £91,881. 
Andy Turner explained the purchase of entitlements to claim basic payments under the Common Agricultural Policy. The Treasurer explained that the balance was significantly down as a result of money owed, but expected, from various grants. Alan Pease queried this and the backlog of payments was explained in more detail.
Nick Haslewood asked whether the log cutting equipment was owned by the Trust. It is owned and generously loaned by a Trustee. 

It was proposed by Nick Haslewood, seconded by Alan Pease, and unanimously agreed that the accounts be adopted.

b) MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Corinne Dicker reported that membership currently stands at 133: 69 families, 21 individuals, 48 concessionary members and eight life members. 95 members pay by standing order, 30 by cheque. Eight new members have been recruited following the recent membership drive, plus five donations. Fees remain the same: family £25, single £15 and concession £10.
c) TRUSTEES’ REPORT:

In the Chairman’s absence, Melanie Smith read out the report which may be read in full online. 

The change of status to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation is now complete and gives the Trust new options. The report gave a comprehensive review of the previous year, outlining the many activities of the Trust, including school visits, new initiatives such as the Pasqueflower project and continued work on the reserves. Much work remains to be done to ensure a voice for Nature in the face of the global threat from climate change. 
On behalf of the Trustees, the Chairman thanked everyone for their continued support, in particular the Friday work party and Mary Egan for auditing the accounts.
d)
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

In line with the new constitution, all the current Trustees – Simon Bottrell, Michael Harrison, Paul Holmes, Susanne Lifford, Sylvia Pinkney, David Smith, Melanie Smith and Andy Turner – stood down. It was then proposed by Howard Cohen, seconded by Margaret Moseley, and unanimously agreed that they should be reappointed. 
It was then proposed by Liz Parr, seconded by Karen Turner, and unanimously agreed that Corinne Dicker and Thomasin Meadley be elected as new Trustees.

Nick Haslewood proposed, Laurraine Holmes seconded, and it was unanimously agreed that the officers of the committee be re-elected. 
The committee is therefore:



Chairman



-
David Smith



Vice-Chairman


- 
Andy Turner
Treasurer



-
Susanne Lifford

Secretary



-
Debbie Lord



Joint Membership Secretaries
-
Corinne Dicker







- 
Thomasin Meadley



Publicity Officer


-
Paul Holmes
e)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Nick Haslewood proposed a vote of thanks to Paul Holmes for editing the twice yearly newsletter. In turn, Paul Holmes thanked Melanie Smith for her assistance in preparing it.
…………………………


……………………..

Chairman




Date
